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enthusiasm and energy. He follows their results closely and is as
delighted with any of their discoveries as with his own. He is generosity
itself in giving a full measure of credit to those who do research work
under his guidance.
It has been justly said that many a stream of research, bearing the
name of another, may be traced back to a Rutherford source.
After the Annual Meeting of the British Association at York, 1906,
a famous controversy was started in The Times by a letter (9 Aug.),
from Lord Kelvin, who assailed the idea of the evolution of elements;
declaring that the heat of the sun was due to contraction under gravity
and that to assign it to radioactivity was a hypothesis without founda-
tion; and maintained that radium was a molecular compound con-
sisting of lead(?) and five helium atoms*
Kelvin had to fight his battle almost single-handed, except for the
embarrassing assistance of Prof, H, E, Armstrong, who criticised
physicists in general as "strangely innocent workers under the all
potent influence of formula and fashion** (Nature^ 1906, p* 516); and
claimed that * radium' was so scarce that no one knew anything about it!
Sir Oliver Lodge on 15 Aug. wrote a firm but rash letter in rebuttal.
He declared, writing of Kelvin, that "his brilliantly original mind has
not always submitted patiently to the task of assimilating the work of
others by the process of reading, and our hope has been that before
long he would find time and mclination to look into the evidence
more fully". This statement roused the ire of The Times which wrote
an ill-informed leader with an indignant and just repudiation of the
slur cast on Kelvin.
It is, perhaps, hardly respectful to suggest that Lord Kelvin publicly
opposes opinions with the grounds of which he is not acquainted There
are, no doubt, many things which Lord Kelvin does not read and upon
which he offers no opinion* But that he offers a considered opinion
upon a subject which lies in his own province, without knowing what
has been done by others, is more than the public will readily believe
even on the authority of Sir Oliver Lodge,,.,